Preach R Sun - ONEMAN: Selected Video Works, 2011-2014 





Preach R Sun - ONEMAN: Selected Video Works, 2011-2014 





“Freedom is my creative praxis. As such my work serves as an investigative inquiry into 
the nature and limits of human freedom. Thus, the work should (both) provoke 
questions regarding our perceptions of freedom, while also demonstrating the strength 
and agency of individual action — pushing limits, challenging boundaries, and negating 
ALL ‘BLOCKS.’ | believe such action is not only inspirational, but instrumentally 
essential in galvanizing society towards the effort of TRUE liberation that brings into 
being universal freedom and humanity.” 


-Preach R Sun 


Introduction 


This livestream event aims to make visible and highlight a selection of important and 
urgent video works created by U.S.-based Preach R Sun between 2011-2014. Sun is a 
self-described 'fugitivist who uses "performance and video as tools and means of 
activism geared towards the activation of true social change and liberation." With his 
body and abilities, he creates interventions that manifest as both unannounced or 
organized guerilla actions, often on the public streets or inside DIY art venues and 
traditional art institutions. Virtually he harnesses the internet to further disseminate his 
message through digitally recorded voice, text, and video. Sun's solo and collaborative 
work currently spans nearly two decades and has been witnessed and recognized 
nationally and internationally. His expressions and their execution are informed by his 
dance education, elements of graffiti and sampling, the language of performance art, 
and soapbox speaking in Harlem, New York, during World War One to 1960. Sun's 
interventions began in earnest in 2011, before the Occupy Wall Street movement, where 
he started his main solo body of work that would become known as ONEMAN and 
continues to evolve from there. His praxis grapples with ideas and concepts of class, 
race, gender, sexuality, and religion, drawing upon the history of slavery, subjugation, 
and exploitation of human beings to demand freedom, liberation, and an end to white 
supremacy. 





ONE BYTE (SCENE FROM 'ONEMAN' PIECE, "THE STREET SPEAKER") 
00:00:51, 2011 
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ONE BYTE #5 (SCENE FROM 'ONEMAN' PIECE, "THE STREET SPEAKER’) 
00:02:32, 2011 
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HERE WE COME!!! 
ONE BYTE #8 (SCENE FROM 'ONEMAN' PIECE, 'THE STREET SPEAKER’) 
00:02:02, 2011 





ONE BYTE’S ARE SHORT VIDEO TAGS TAKEN FROM THE 'ONEMAN' PIECE 
ENTITLED 'THE STREET SPEAKER' (CREATED PRE OCCUPY MOVEMENT). 
THESE BYTES -TO BE DROPPED PERIODICALLY— MARK THE IMPENDING 
ARRIVAL OF A NEW ‘ONEMAN’ INSTALLATION (USHERING IN A NEW 
THEME). EACH ‘ONE BYTE’ WILL BE ACCOMPANIED WITHA 
CORRELATING THOUGHT, QUOTE AND OR MEDIA LINK. TO VIEW THE 
BYTE'S AS THEY ARE PRESENTED WITH QUOTES AND LINKS AND OR 
KEEP UP AND VIEW ALL THINGS RELATED TO 'ONEMAN' FOLLOW “THE 
ONEMAN EXPERIENCE’ @ http://theonemanexperience.tumblr.com/. YOU CAN 
ALSO FOLLOW ONEMAN @ https://twitter.com/#!/PreachRSun and 
http://www.myblocknyc.com/#/user/id/2110. 


Each chapter/installment of ‘ONEMAN’ is played out in 3-stages or movements. 
The movements act as separate dimensions for each work/story which is 
presented in 3 different environments. 


1) THE TAG: The ‘TAG’ is the 1st movement (and sketch) of all ‘ONEMAN’ 
works. The ‘TAG’ is always set in a formal PERFORMANCE SPACE and is 
always presented as an actual performance. 


2) THE HIT/BOMB/THROW-UP: The ‘HIT’ is the 2nd movement of all ‘ONEMAN’ 
works and it always goes down in a completely random and unannounced public 
space. 


3) THE PIECE: The ‘PIECE’ is the 3rd movement of all “ONEMAN' works and it 
combines the 2 other (TAG/HIT) movements to form a video installation. 


VIDEO FOOTAGE FOR 'THE STREET SPEAKER' WAS FILMED BY: KEN 
MARCELLE (AWLF) AND PREACH R SUN 


The "Tag": @ The Dixon Place Theater (NYC) 


The 'Hit': @ the J-Train & 42nd St. Grand Central Station (NYC) 





VIDEO TEASER FOR 'ONEMAN', CHAPTER-2 ...'A-MAN???' 
00:00:41, 2011 


I AM ‘ONEMAN’... i am the invisible. Tell me, do you truly know FREEDOM or 
are you simply adhering to an illusion? | ask you, WHAT IS REAL? CAN YOU 
FEEL? ARE YOU FREE? IS YOUR PAST STILL PRESENT? CAN THE 
BROKEN EVER TRULY RE-MEMBER? 


'ONEMAN', is the moniker ascribed to this epic, provocative, complex and 
visceral, guerilla performance project. It's a living, multi-disciplinary, multi-media, 
multi-dimensional theater/performance art hybrid that conveys its message via 
the body and monologue. Incorporating elements of improvisation with scripted 
text and autobiographical narrative, the work is an existentialistic journey and 
exploration into the depths of freedom, truth, oppression and humanity. Covering 
a vast array of issues (societal, cultural and political) — which include but are not 
limited to class, race, gender, sexuality and religion — ‘ONEMAN’ challenges the 
viewer's tolerance and capacity to feel and identify with the disturbing and 
uncomfortable, while simultaneously causing them to ponder their own 
perceptions of freedom and being. 
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THE COST OF LIVING + i-COMMODITY = FREEDOM (MADE IN THE USA) [PT-1] 
00:07:54, 2012 


THE COST OF LIVING + i-COMMODITY = FREEDOM (MADE IN THE USA) is a 
6-pt video collage suite and is a part of the ONEMAN project. 


The only way to deal with an unfree world 
is to become so absolutely free 
that your very existence is an act of rebellion.~ Albert Camus 


TRUTH-REALITY-FREEDOM... 


are they ours; do we own them? Have we created and defined them or have they 
merely been manufactured for us? 


TRUTH-REALITY-FREEDOM... 


do they actually exist, are they figments of our imagination? Are we, in fact just 
like the pathetic prisoners shackled in Plato's cave, sitting in complete darkness 
staring at the phantasmagoric shadows of dancing puppets cast on a wall before 
us by mysterious and nefariously deceptive puppeteers? 


TRUTH-REALITY-FREEDOM... 

have we ever really known them? Were they systematically deracinated and 
effaced from our memory? Are they ancient artifacts that lie buried deep beneath 
the decaying rubble of our blissful ignorance? Perhaps they too, like those distant 
stars that are shrouded from view beneath the shadowy blanket of big city lights, 
remain out of reach and elusively hidden from us? 


TRUTH-REALITY-FREEDOM... 


what and where, exactly, is the human connection? Can you FEEL...are you 
FREE...can we still RE-MEMBER 














AMAN ONE BYTE CLIP-1 
00:01:11, 2012 


ONE-BYTES FROM CHAPTER-!! [A-MAN???] This chapter deals with the 
question of freedom in regards to issues involving, religion, patriarchy, gender, 
sexuality, domestic violence and sexual abuse. The performance exhibition took 
place @ Grace Exhibition Space (Brooklyn, NY). The public exhibitions (guerrilla 
protest actions) took place @ Abyssinian Baptist Church (Harlem, NY), St. 
Patrick's Cathedral and St. Patrick's Old Cathedral (New York, NY) and Flushing 
Ave, subway station (Bushwick, NY) For more info on the, ONEMAN, project 
check the website @ preachrsun.wix.com/oneman 


i am...ONEMAN 
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00:02:14, 2012 


The only way to deal with an unfree world 
is to become so absolutely free that your 
very existence is an act of rebellion.~Albert Camus 


ONEMAN, an artistic expression of radical protest activism, critiques and poses 
challenging and provocative questions regarding freedom, justice and equality in 
America—specifically, how racial, social, cultural and economic factors affect and 
dictate our perceptions and relationship to issues relating to freedom, justice and 
equality. As well as the role that America's racist (slavery and Jim Crow) past still 
plays in our present, collective, conversation on freedom and democracy; 
particularly as it relates to questions regarding the psychological, social, political 
and economic impact of that past on African American's today. The work also 
provokes thought in regards to national identity, individuality, conformity, social 
conditioning and or socialization, and our collective adherence to social and or 
economic, labels, modes, structures, systems and institutions. 


As artistic representation of Albert Camus' idea of liberation achieved through the 
act of one becoming so absolutely free that their very existence is an act of 
rebellion,the work—challenging societal boundaries—is a radical expression 
(action and praxis) of freedom manifested in the personification of the rebellious 


individual who, as a conflicted member of society and product of socialization, 
faces many paradoxical challenges in the pursuit of absolute LIBERATION. 


i am ONEMAN....escape slave, iconoclast, provocateur, lone dissenter and 
consummate builder TRUTH-REALITY-FREEDOM... are they ours; do we own 
them? Have we created and defined them or have they merely been 
manufactured for us? 


TRUTH-REALITY-FREEDOM... do they actually exist, are they figments of our 
imagination? Are we, in fact just like the pathetic prisoners shackled in Plato's 
cave, sitting in complete darkness staring at the phantasmagoric shadows of 
dancing puppets cast on a wall before us by mysterious and nefariously 
deceptive puppeteers? 


TRUTH-REALITY-FREEDOM... have we ever really known them? Were they 
systematically deracinated and effaced from our memory? Are they ancient 
artifacts that lie buried deep beneath the decaying rubble of our blissful 
ignorance? Perhaps they too, like those distant stars that are shrouded from view 
beneath the shadowy blanket of big city lights, remain out of reach and elusively 
hidden from us? 


TRUTH-REALITY-FREEDOM... what and where is the human connection? Can 
you FEEL...are you FREE...can we still RE-MEMBER 


TRUTH-REALITY-FREEDOM... are mysteries buried in the BLACK. 
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AMAN ONE BYTE CLIP-4 
00:01:02, 2012 


ONE-BYTES FROM CHAPTER-!! [A-MAN???] 

This chapter deals with the question of freedom in regards to issues involving, 
religion, patriarchy, gender, sexuality, domestic violence and sexual abuse. The 
performance exhibition took place @ Grace Exhibition Space (Brooklyn, NY). 
The public exhibitions (guerrilla protest actions) took place @ Abyssinian Baptist 
Church (Harlem, NY), St. Patrick's Cathedral and St. Patrick's Old Cathedral 
(New York, NY) and Flushing Ave, subway station (Bushwick, NY) 


For more info on the, ONEMAN, project check the website @ 
preachrsun.wix.com/oneman 
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BLOOD-N-BROTHERS TEASER 
00:01:05, 2012 


This is a teaser for the upcoming performance installation, 
BLOOD-N-BROTHERS (Chapter-lll), of the, ONEMAN project! This event will 
take place at the, Producers Club Theater (NYC) on August 16th, 2013. 


IF YOU ARE IN THE AREA, PLEASE COME AND CHECK IT OUT! 


For more info please visit the ONEMAN site @ 
http://preachrsun.wix.com/oneman 
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THE STREET SPEAKER 
00:32:08, 2011-2013 


THE STREET-SPEAKER [CHAPTER-I] This montage focuses on issues 
regarding capitalism, class and institutional racism. It's also a visual critique of 
slavery as past, present economic structure; post racial theory and the historical 
significance of, President Obama, America's first black president. The 
performance, exhibition was presented @ The Dixon Place (New York, NY). The 
public (subway) exhibitions for this chapter occurred just days prior to Troy Davis 
execution and Occupy Wall Street. Video by Ken Marcelle, Arthur Fischer and 
Preach R Sun. [Series-1/The Sermon Series] 
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CHRYSALIS [Cry-Solace], Part-6 
00:08:13, 2013 


The, CHRYSALIS, installation, is a conceptual composite of the runaway slave 
escaping to freedom; the metamorphosis of caterpillar to butterfly and the 
persecuted and crucified Christ resurrected. The installation — which | refer to as 
the ‘Reveal’ for the first ONEMAN series, ’My-Story [mystery] of the Angry Black’ 
aka ‘The Sermon Series’ — represents a rite of passage. It’s the becoming and or 
birth, if you will, of the revolutionary — the emergence and evolution of the radical 
consciousness. This idea is expressed through a series of symbolic actions that 
mark the transformation of ‘ONEMAN’. The radical, whose anger and 
discontentment with society — and the systemically racist, exploitative and 
oppressive standards and practices of a, capitalism driven (white supremacy 
based) power structure — has subsequently lead him down the radical path 
towards liberation. The first step of this journey involved the act of speaking out, 
telling the truth (speaking truth to power). And while ‘The Sermon Series’ 
represents that first step or phase. CHRYSALIS [Cry-Solace] represents the 
coming of a new phase. Here, word is born — it is the manifestation of TRUTH as 
action — the cry of liberation gives rise to liberator. The word as invocation, or 
call, summons action as response. . 
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00:17:58, 2014 


A site-specific collaborative performance/protest effort of two artist/activist 
(Whitney V. Hunter and Preach R Sun). Took place on August 23, 2014 and 
involved two actions performed in two separate locations (NYC and Ferguson 
City, Mo.). This action (Counting the Dead) was performed by Preach R Sun, in 
Ferguson City, Mo. Preach, standing at the site of Mike Brown's memorial, 
counted the dead (in the fashion of 3 Little Indians). He counted off to 313. The 
number (drawn from a Malcolm X Grassroots Movement report) represented the 
313 black men gunned down in 2012 by police, security guard and or vigilante. 
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The Maybe...Not's (MoMA Intervention) 
00:03:11, 2014 


This action (a protest intervention) was a response to Tilda Swinton's 
performance piece "The Maybe' — where Swinton was displayed, sleeping in a 
glass vitrine, at the MoMA. The intention was to address the superficial nature of 
society and art. And as such the action is a statement regarding my perception of 
a hypercapitalism driven culture, as evinced in an immense class divide, which 
foments and cultivates a societal malaise of apotheosis and apathy. Whereby, the 
rich (celebrities specifically) are to be worshipped while the poor, on the other 
hand, ignored and are rendered invisible. 


Video by: Arthur Fischer 
Photographs by: Claire Sargenti 
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Preach R Sun - ONEMAN: Selected Video Works, 2011-2014 


Thursday, April 1, 2021-7 PM EST 
Total Runtime: 01:22:11 
Introduction written by april vendetta 
All other text written by Preach R Sun 


Screening organized by HUMAN TRASH DUMP 


